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The Landmark Association
invites you to its

cAnnua{ :Picnic
Sunday, September 9, 2012
at Keystone Farm
owned by the Perkins Family
Touring of the hame at 4:30 p.m.
Dinner at 5:00 p.m.
Short program and
then hike/ ride to the Keystone Quarry
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LANDMARK FURNISHES CHICKEN,
DRINKS AND PAPER GOODS.
YOU BRING SUMMER SALADS,
VEGETABLE DISHES AND DESSERTS.
HEAD WEST ON 68-80 TOWARD RUSSELLVILLE; ONCE
PAST THE NATCHER PARKWAY BE WATCHING ON
THE RIGHT FOR BLUE LEVEL ROAD (HWY 432), TURN
RIGHT, GO APPROXIMATELY 2 MILES AND TURN LEFT
ON L.C. CARR ROAD, FOLLOW CARR TO THE GATE AT
THE END OF THE ROAD. YOU'RE THERE' SIGN WILL BE
POSTED.

We congratulate our
2012 Award Winners
Heritage Award
Regina Newell
Jane Morningstar Award of Merit
Duncan Hines House (ca 1920)
902 Elm Street
Dr. Bill & Susan Scott
Jean Thomason Historic Home Award
Carl Herman House (ca 1896)
628 East Main Avenue
Jeff & Susan Stevens
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General House Awards
1250 Park Street (ca 1890)
Paul & Joan Burrell

1259 Park Street (ca 1919)
Michelle Dillaha
Cultural Landscape Award
Ennis Farm - Stone Wall on Glen Lily Road
Jeffrey Adams & Tammy Willis
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Dorothy Grider: Her Life in Pictures

The Landmark Association
of Bowling Green-Warren

Sue Lynn Stone McDaniel & Sandra Staebell

County
A non- profit organization

established in 1976 as a
community advocate for

in four sittings. To win a scholarship from the Phoenix Art
Institute for her fifth summer of study, Dorothy submitted a

Members Enjoy New Harmony
Ramble This Spring

pencil sketch of an old rundown house in the country and a

portrait of Pete, an aged African American man who worked
for Colonel J. W. Kreuger. Determined not "to waste any

preservation, protection
and

studio in her Scottsville Road home to create oil portraits

more time," Dorothy completed her undergraduate degree in

maintenance of

English from Western in three years (1936) and immediately

architectural, cultural and

accepted a summer position as Camp Bon Air's counselor

archaeological resources in

responsible for arts, crafts and land sports.
Dorothy then moved to New York City, living at the
Three Arts Club where all residents were female dancers,

Bowling Green and Warren

County.
Board of Directors

artists, or musicians. In return for working as an assistant

Joson Hildabrand, President
Jeffrey Adams, Vice-

monitor, Grider received free tuition for her studies at the

Phoenix Art Institute. During this time, she paid her bills
with commissions from freelance work, including illustrating

President

Sheila Flener
Carol Glasser

ABOVE: Members outside the shrub labyrinth.

beauty parlor posters, sheet music covers and Catholic holy
cards. In 1939 Dorothy gave public school teaching a try

Photos by Jonathon Jeffrey.

by accepting a position in the mountains near Clinton,

Jonathon Jeffrey

Jack LeSieur

Tennessee. There a third grader told her she was "too small
to be a teacher." Saving her money that school year, she
returned to New York City. For the next two years, the U. S.
Playing Card Company of Cincinnati, Ohio paid her a weekly
salary of $35 to illustrate playing cards. Outstanding among

Jeff Stevens

of her freelance assignments for this period is the October

Doris Thomas

1940 cover of American Girl, a Girl Scout publication. In
2009 Grider wrote: "That is what I wanted to do, magazine

Miranda Clements

RIGHT: Laura Lee examines the Roofless

John Perkins

Church designed by Philip Johnson.

Dee Dee Murphy

Jean Thomason, Emeritus

illustrations, but the camera came into vogue and photos
took over."

Landmark Report is
Dorothy Grider with her pointing of Old Pete. Unless otherwise noted 011
photos for this orticle courtesy of the Special Collections Library, WKU

published three times a

year by:

Born in Bowling Green, Kentucky, to Rufus and Patricia

The Landmark Association

County P.O. Box 1812
Bowling Green, KY 421 02
(270) 782-0037
Landmark

Report

encourages unsolicited
articles or suggestions for

LEFT: A small portion of the Owen House,

(Fenwick) Grider, Dorothy Grider demonstrated an aptitude
for art at on early age. Dorothy recalled that by age five she
would lay on their front porch, drawing the comics from the
Park City Daily News. Self-described as "determined about

built in 1830 with later additions.

everything," this promising artist took advantage of her

ABOVE: New Harmony's visitors center, The
Atheneum, designed by Richard Meier.

of Bowling Green - Warren

FALL RAMBLE PLANNED FOR LATE-OCTOBER TO STEARNS,
KENTUCKY TO TAKE A RIDE ON THE BIG SOUTH FORK SCENIC
RAILWAY. MORE DETAILS IN SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER.

opportunities. While completing her education in the Bowling
Green city schools (class of 1933), she registered for art
classes taught by Mildred Curd Hawkins and Reed Potter and
twice won state poster contests sponsored by the Kentucky
Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs. Her

articles and will consider all

submission in the 1930 competition won second place on

Calendar

for publication.

the national level. Beginning at the age of 14, Grider spent
her summers studying in the Madison Avenue penthouse of

Printed by:

Lia;1Y
Uve Green. Print Green.

Not a paid advertisement.
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September 9
Late-October
This Fall
November 15
December 1

Annual Picnic
Ramble to Stearns, Kentucky
Architectural tour of WKU
Deadline to complete Landmark grant work
Christmas Tour of Homes
Landmark Report 2

the Phoenix Art Institute of New York, whose faculty included
Norman Rockwell and Franklin Booth.
Grider continued her artistic education while attending

Western Kentucky State Teachers College. During her
freshman year, she studied under Ivan Wilson and joined
Mrs. Wells Covington and Mrs. J. A. Robenson at the latter's

July 2012

Trading greeting cards for playing cards, Dorothy next
accepted employment with Norcross Greeting Card Company.
From stylized Christmas cards depicting Santa Claus, carolers,
and altar boys to other occasion cards featuring cocker

spaniels, a favored motif, Dorothy's talent brought smiles to
recipients across America. When her ballerina design cought

the eye of the Ballet Russe, it became their official Christmas
card. During World War II, Dorothy created several cards in
the Norcross series for American servicemen. An article in

the December 1942 issue of Charm magazine recommended
them as a first "maneuver" for securing a boyfriend's attention

and heart. Likely inspired by a song popularized earlier that
year by Glenn Miller and the Andrews Sisters, one of Grider's
cards featured an attractive brunette under an apple tree with

the wording "I won't sit under the apple tree with anyone else
but you." Intended to be displayed, the card provided a small
sheet of notepaper on which to write confidential messages

that would be transported inside the card with only the words
"To My Boy Friend In The Service" visible from the slot that
held the notepaper. Friends in Bowling Green read all about
(continued on page 4)
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publications with Rand McNally: "How did you read my
mind? ... My friends are so greatly pleased with them that
they say the illustrations will sell the book." Grider gave the

comings and goings. The Little Majorette (1959), which she
wrote and illustrated, featured pennants and flags sporting

animals in her drawings personalities and the people sweet

work was exhibited in Kentucky, including four shows at her
alma mater; in 1951 the Art Director of the Speed Museum

a "W" in honor of her alma mater. From time to time, her

expressions. The author of My Truck Book (1948) evaluated

Left: Dorothy with her nephew John Grider. Courtesy of John Grider.
Right: A book of Elizabeth Tayfor paper dolts designed by Grider.

it in the "What D'Ya Know by Linda Listens" column of the
Park City Daily News.
Dorothy's big break occurred when a Norcross co-worker
showed illustrations of her whimsical pink and blue dogs to an

agent for children's book illustrators. Within the first year of
utilizing an agent's services, Dorothy illustrated herfirst book,
The Little Rabbit Who Wanted Red Wings (1945). Contracts
with children's book publishing leaders Saalfield and Rand
McNally led to as many as six book assignments at a time.

Grider quickly became known forthe accuracy of her work and
believed /l a natural curiosity into almost every subject and the
ability to draw everything from fire engines to horses are the

her contribution as "a marvelous job." Despite all the praise,

in Louisville expressed interest in mounting a one woman

Dorothy sought perfection as her own toughest critic. Grider
critiqued the book Backyard Circus (1967): "The colors are
dirty and too heavy. The lettering on the cover is AWFUL. D."
Recognized as Rand McNally's most popular
children's book illustrator, Dorothy's work also appears in

show of her work. In the summer of 1957, Dorothy appeared
on WKCT radio and signed books at David Helm's book and
record store. When Miss Grider spoke to several hundred third
graders gathered for a program at WKU's Kentucky Museum
in 1987, she told them: "if you want to draw someone in blue

coloring books, puzzles, paint sets, sheet music covers, family

film strips, textbooks, and trace and color sets. Rand McNally,
Saalfield, Artcraft, Whitman, C. Scribner's Sons, Dennison
and Grosset & Dunlap all published her freelance work.
Her commercial work included manufacturers' catalogs,
magazine advertisements and real estate publications. Some

of her paper dolls depicted film and television stars such as
Liz Taylor, Kim Novak, Eve Arden, Shari Lewis, and Loretta
Young as well as the casts of The Partridge Family, The
Nanny, and Lost Horizon. In the late 1960s, Grider returned
to designing for the United States Playing Card Company as
a freelance illustrator, earning $35 per design.
(continued on page 5)

Throughout her career, Dorothy sought the opinions

in Paris and visited ten countries. Wherever she traveled that

year, Dorothy photographed scenes that inspired her and
found time to paint, draw, and sculpt. Other trips included

Grider welcomed opportunities to exhibit her paintings and

photographs. In 1937 the work of Dorothy Grider and Norman
Rockwell hung in a New Rochelle, New York, public library.
Dorothy exhibited her paintings at the Gramercy Galleries in
New York City in 1946; one year later she had a one woman
show at the Barbizon Hotel. In 1950, the Studio Guild of New
York City selected Grider as one of four artists for a nationally
traveling exhibition. The next year her watercolor of Notre

Dame Cathedral hung at the Contemporary Galleries in
New York City before being acquired by The Collectors of
American Art. Dorothy's most recent show was in 2011.

Dorothy Grider passed away on February 18, 2012, but
leaves an enduring legacy. As the illustrator of more than 150
titles, her work is available today in more than 200 libraries
around the world, with the most inclusive collection residing

"walk-on" at the Metropolitan Opera. Grider turned her love
of the opera and ballet into a children's book manuscript
entitled "Bravo Goes to the Opera," but C. Scribner's Sons

at the WKU Special Collections Library and the Kentucky
Museum. Over the years, Grider and her estate have donated
to WKU more than 300 story, coloring and activity books;
75 greeting cards; 70 paintings and drawings; 20 paper doll
sets; 20 playing card designs; and nine puzzles. Readers

turned it down as too sophisticated for children. An avid and

interested in her work and career can see an exhibit of her

accomplished photographer, Dorothy enjoyed woodworking,

paintings, a partial recreation of her studio, and a sampling

gardening, and swimming. The latter was perhaps a nod to

of her illustrations in a recently opened exhibit, Dorothy
Grider: Selected Works, at the Kentucky Museum, WKU.
Gallery hours are 9 am to 4 pm Monday through Saturday.
For items not currently on display, utilize KenCat, the online
catalog accessible from the WKU Libraries homepage www.
wku.edu/library, to identify story books and other paper
items accessible in the Special Collections Library. Summer
research room hours are from 9 am to 4 pm, Monday through
Thursday, and 9 to 12 noon on Friday; with 9-4 Monday
through Saturday hours resuming on August 13, 2012. '"

Linda Listens/l columns, routinely updated area residents on

"Dottie" and her career. In the 1940s and 1950s, Louisville
Courier Journal columnist Rhea Talley also reported on her

"When you strip away the rhetoric, preservation is simply having the good sense to hola on to things that are well
designed, that link us with our past in a meaningful way, and that have plenty of good use left in them."
- Richard Moe, Former executive director of the National Trust for Historic Preservation

process seldom gave
several

writers contacted Dorothy. The author of Animal Stories We
Can Read (1947) wanted Grider to illustrate all her future
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portrait of the former model for Rodin's sculpture The Kiss
(1889), studied art at the Academie de 10 Grande Chaumiere

fishing resort at the northwest edge of Bowling Green.
While Dorothy spent most of her life in the northeast,
she remained connected to Kentucky, particularly to her
hometown. Beginning in the 1930s, the Park City Daily
News, most especially the "Suds" and "What D'Ya Know by

them."
communication,

several freelance assignments while in Paris, painted a

the time she spent at Limestone Lake, her parents' private

of her editors. After sending only payment for her illustrations
for a filmstrip, the Director of Filmstrip Production for Family
Filmstrips, Inc. wrote "I thought the absence of a letter would
let you know that the drawings were wonderful, the new style
for SHOPPING was great, and that you are way up at the
top of our list!" He added: "On future illustrations, you might
want to use a somewhat darker flesh tone. Some of the faces
come through a little pale." In July 1948, Rand McNally's
publicity director wrate: "With [My Truck Book, A Dayan
the Farm] and Tell Me About Prayer, you have really covered
quite a varied field this year, haven't you? I hope you have
enjoyed doing the books as much as we have enjoyed having

direct

themed napkins for Dennison. Originally planning to have
a two month vacation and armed with $2000 in traveler's
checks, the artist ultimately stayed for seven, completed

occasionally hired in the non-dancing role as a "super" or

with We Love Grandpa (1956) are interested to learn that her
cousin, John Grider of Bowling Green, served as her model
with Dorothy aging him appropriately. A Moth Is Born (1968)
is an excellent example of her later realistic work for the Start
Right - Elf Book series by Rand McNally.

authors

write books, to illustrate." In 1950 she went to France on
the commission she earned from designing a set of limerick-

Dorothy had diverse interests. While living in New York
City, she enjoyed being a "first nighter" at theaters and was

even herself as models for her illustrations. Readers familiar

and

An independent woman, Grider "wanted to travel, to

destinations across Europe.

The Saturday Review of Literature (May 11, 1946) recounted
the visit to C. Scribner's Sons of the model for The Biggety
Chameleon. Dorothy sometimes used family members and

Although the publishing

jeans, put on your blue jeans and sit in front of a mirror./I

Cuba, the American West, Mexico, Nassau, and numerous

prime requisites of a good illustrator." Dorothy researched
onsite at North American Van Lines, Inc., for Moving Day.

illustrators

Grider at her work table.

An iflustration from Dorothy's book The Little Majorette. Notice the Won
the ffag, hearkening back to Dorothy's days as a student at WKU.
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discussion of Love Story with much talk of crying
followed."
Some humor was similarly used by Elizabeth
Buckberry, who reported on her own 1967 program

An Eclectic Array of Women and Books
By Jean E. Nehm
In the fall af 1939, Miss Edna Bothe, the head of Western
Kentucky State College's Department of Library Sciences,
wanted to form a new literary club in Bowling Green "to
promote the mutual enjoyment and mental development
that result from the reading and discussion of good books."
Eight other women agreed, and thus the Eclectic Book
Club was founded. Mrs. Forrest Hill suggested the name,
which, according to the club records, "has the distinction

of having been more consistently misspelled in the local
press than any other club name in the history of Bowling
Green." Knowledge of the Eclectic Book Club comes from
the minutes faithfully recorded by a variety of secretaries
from 1955 until the end of the club. Most of these women
wrote pragmatically, recarding only the basic facts of the
meetings. Yet from these records, we can learn the rhythm

of the club's year-long calendar.
The club year would begin with a fall business meeting to
elect officers and decide on a topic of study for the coming
year.

A nominating committee presented a slate of officers-

president,

vice

president,

and

secretary-treasurer-who

about Thomas Jefferson's skills as a gourmet and a

host. She wrote that her own refreshments that day
were delicious but that she did not use Jefferson's
recipes. Concluding a year studying islands, the
secretary for the June 1981 meeting wrote, "For
a group of Kentucky women studying islands in

E

C

peak summertime heat, there could be a no more

appropriate subject than Iceland. It was Fannie who
was smart to think of that for her June paper, far

~

E.
C
f
I

C

were always elected unanimously. Sometimes, the new

more interesting than many another cooling system

devised to beat the heat."
Addie

members to the

standing

BOOl(

Program, Books, Christmas party, and Picnic. Meetings
were always held on the first Thursday of every month,
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the early years and then at 2:00
p.m. in the later years. The women met at the home of one
member who served as hostess, and they enjoyed a program

given by another member. Roll call was taken, modest
dues collected, and fines of $.25 assessed to anyone who
had not returned her book for the book exchange. Much
planning and excitement went into preparing for the annual
Christmas party and summer picnic. For many years, these
energetic and devoted club members held meetings every

month of the year.

""-0e

leaving Emily with the dishes to wash and a just-returned
husband." At another meeting, Katherine wrote, "Having

guests. A wonderful meal was served. Everyone outdid

July 2012

themselves with cooking, especially Mrs. Daniel's beans .. .
After stuffing ourselves, a business meeting followed .. .

Books were exchanged with about four books missing. A

meeting wasn't long enough for visiting, eating, planning,
and enjoying. This pleasant evening meeting was adjourned

with words of gratitude to the hostess and thought of hours
of good reading in brand new books."
Mrs. Hochstrasser occasionally used historical or literary
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English's

program

on

Henry

Wadsworth Longfellow, she wrote, "This
paper was a delightful trip in memory back
to our best days of childhood when some
devoted teacher read, 'Listen my children
and you shall hear/Of the midnight ride of
Paul Revere.' The door of poetry was then
opened for us."

12

4

J

The complicated system designed by club members to indicate what person received what book
each month.

(continued on page 7)

Reporting that a meeting had to be
canceled because of the weather, she wrote,
"If the snows of winter 1978 were actually
holding a conspiracy, they rivaled the old
Roman Catiline himself, for they scored
another victory in March." Appreciating

12

2

bountiful table and lovely decorations
at a Christmas party, she wrote, "Surely
no Saxon mead hall was more festive."

J

The Poill5onwood Bib~

year, she was the secretary at that time and reported a

card tables in the dining room for nine members and three

MAY

NOV

Irene (2)
flnt Mothen

FEB.

MAR. A.PR

OCT

A Painted Houst

months later, she reported that two members were rude

got wet running for the tea and card tables. I then put my

of yearbooks listing programs for the forthcoming year, and
the newly-purchased, carefully selected books which are
contributed by each member ... Twice the length of a regular

allusions in her minutes. Describing the

and left before lovely refreshments were served. That was
a shame because "the whipped cream wouldn't have hurt
their figures. Respectfully Submitted, Katherine ClaypooL"
The club's popular summer picnic was held at Mrs.
Claypool's home on Nashville Road for many years. One

wrote that "after dinner and a gossip session, we adjourned"

conversation may have tried her patience, for she ended

launching a new book-reading season with the distribution

pot luck is never a 'mere pot luck,' but rather it is a veritable

her report by claiming to be "tired of being respectful.
Disrespectfully Submitted, Katherine ClaypooL" A few

example, often wrote with a touch of humor. Writing about

of wits over the change of our regular day of meeting." The

description of the fall 1976 pot luck meeting reveals the
strong traditions that had developed overthe years as well as

Rob (1)"

of a sudden the wind came up, the rain came down, and I

no business, we made ourselves a little by having a contest

Bessie Tichenor's 1950-1951 yearbook.

feast, a sumptuous banquet and a proper setting for

courtesy of the Special Collections Library, WKU.

added a bit of their personalities. Katherine Claypool, for
the 1955 Christmas party at Emily Glazier's home, she

who

for she was elected secretary for many years. Her

A 1957-1958 handmade yearbook for the Eclectic Book Club. Photos

rather stressful preparation: "After putting paper towels
fastened down with thumb tacks all over the picnic table, all

While some secretaries recorded only the facts, others

secretary

Southern cooking and Southern hospitality become a reality
for the members of the Eclectic Book Club when once each
year they combine the pleasures of reading and eating. The
promise of Mary Nell's apple pie and Catherine's hospitality
has long been a guarantee of 100% attendance. An Eclectic

CLUB
b e I/q

committees:

the

members' growing affection for each other. "The tradition of

honor which had been bestowed on them." The president
assigned

was

minutes, which must have pleased the members,

officers "gave nice acceptance speeches recognizing the
then

Hochstrasser

employed the most literary writing style in her Right: A quick quip from

As the years unfolded in the life of the
Eclectic Book Club, secretaries began
including

more

information

about

the

(continued on page 8)
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volunteered to take over the care of ou r money. Money in
socks and teapots is a strong point for this situation." In the

As the years passed, several signs foreshadowed the decline
of the Eclectic Book Club. Mare deaths and resignations were

1980s, the club voted to donate a book to loca l elementary
school libraries, beginning with T. C. Cherry, L. C. Curry,
and Dishman-McG inn is.
The Eclectic Book Club indeed cente red its life on books.
As membe rs eagerly gathered in fa ll, Mrs. Hochstrasse r
wrote, "Septe mbe r has a lways meant 'back to the books'

monthly meetings. The age of the members was evident in a
request that books chosen for the book exchange not have
sma ll print. Sometimes meetings we re held in the library rathe r
tha n in a home, a nd guest speakers filled in for me mbe rs no
longer able to prepare a program. Audrey Thoma s, the last

for our generation. We are happy to meet, after a summer

secretary, wrote on September 2, 2004, "Minutes were read

mentioned in the minutes, and attendance was lower at the

vacation, our friends, both those in real life and in books.

a nd approved. Th ere was ... a discussion on what the options

This is the September pattern of our lifetime. Afte r all, a book
club is a continuation of schooL" Eve ry year, the Program
Committee compiled for each member a sma ll yearbook,

who are unable to participate. Our me mbe rship book will be
put on ' hold ' until we discuss this situation at our October

incl uding essential inform ation such as members' names

meeting." There was no record of a meeting in October, and

and addresses, committee assignments, dates for presenting

are for our clu b due to our low attendance and mem bers

by nearly every secretary for every month of every year for

so, after 65 years, the last page was turned for the Eclectic
Book Club.
Years late r, a black portfolio was located by Audrey's
husba nd; it contained th e last minutes books, severa l
yea rbooks, some corresponde nce, and exactl y $6 .60. The
portfolio was delivered to Wilma Smith, one of the last
me mbe rs of the c lub, who graciously do nated a check for
that a mount and all the ma te rials to the Kentucky Library
and Museum, whic h wo uld certainl y have pleased the
meticul ous record keepers of the past. In the co llection
was a note writte n in 1993 by Ruby Danie l, nea rly ninety
years o ld. She wrote, " I coul d never have been with a
grou p of ladies that I wou ld have e njoyed mo re ... Toge the r
we've laughed, together we've c ried. Eac h one of you
will always ho ld a s pecial place in my heart. I' ll thin k of
yo u individually a nd co ll ecti ve ly with great admiration."
Nineteen yea rs late r, Wilma Smith agrees, saying that the

we re al so reports of resig nations, illnesses, and dea ths.

Whether th e secreta ries wrote concisely or with a flourish,

the entire existence of the cl ub. Thus, each year, these avid

club was a "very congenia l group of women, ve ry sweet

Th e entries a bout Marguerite Orman serve as a particu larly

they all shared one thing in common-the dutiful reporting

poignant example of how membe rs che rished each other.

of club fund s every month . Beca use annual dues were

ladies." She also wistfull y recalls how interesting it was to
get togethe r to talk about books. Considering the pleasure

Marguerite was a longtime active member, hosting club
meeting s at her home on Nutwood Ave nue and presenting

only $1 .00 or $2.00, a nd because membe rship was unde r
fifteen, they we re not handling large amounts of money. Yet

reade rs had twelve a dditio na l books to read a nd talk about
with each other. In the minutes for October 4, 1979 when
the club celebrated its 40th anniversary, the secretary wrote,
" Books for the 1980 season were exchanged . The titles we re

many interesting program s, such as biographies of Fritz

every month, th e secretary-treasu rer accounted for every

different, but the spirit and interest are alive an d welL" In

Kreisler (during the yea r studying Famous Musicians),
Barbara Jordan (Wome n in Politics), and Queen Elizabeth
I (Women Rulers) . However, in Marc h 1980, Mrs. Orman
needed surgery at the City County hos pital. "The new
hospita l, Bowling Green Medical Health Center, will be
opened Saturday, Marc h 8 . Margue rite will be one of the
patients who will be moved from the o ld to the new fac ility.
A get well ca rd was signed by the club me mbers a nd mailed
to the new hospital. " Subsequent minutes record 'furthe-r
surgery and a stay in a nursing hom e. She was able to
attend some meetings but not the December Christmas
party, so members signed a card and took "a ge nerous
helping of our delicious food" to her nursing home . The

pe nny, including each $. 25 fin e for failing to return a book

2012, Wilma Smith still remembers how much the wome n
looke d forward to reading the next book on the list .

the club ac hieved its pur pose of " mutua l e njoyment and
mental develop me nt that result from the readi ng and
disc ussion of good books ." ..

and hosting, and the year's themes. A great deal of research
using nonfiction books was required to present programs on

their eclectic topics: Civil Wa r and the South, Race Horses
in Kentucky, Newly Independe nt Countries, Religions of the
World, Other Cultures, Wives of the Presidents, Wo me n in
Medicine, N ational Parks, Kentucky Writers, and many others.
A photo of Eclectic Book Club members in 1996: seated (leh to right) Carol Laird, Irene Burnett; standing Helen Newman, Della Mae Daniel,
Margaret Minton, Opal Justice, Erma Hunt, Gladys Catron, and Lucille Wallace.

Also included in the yea rbook was a curious page that
listed members' na mes with a book title and then rows and
columns of numbers. Eve ry year, each member purchased a

personal lives of members. We learn about Jane Stevenson's

take supplementar y snack food to Marguerite Orman, who

wedding, the birth of Erma Hunt's granddaughter, and
va rious trips, both domestic and a broad. We also hear of

is a wheel chair patient ... Marguerite is a long tim e member.
We are happy to maintain her mem bershi p." Mrs. Orman

new club member is a joyous occasion, and the members

was able to eventual ly return home, but passed away in
November of 1991 . The club purchased fl owers for the
fun e ral and observed a moment of silent praye r for the ir

we re pleased to speak wo rds of welcome." Sadly, the re

dea r friend at their next meeting .

membership numbers . One January, Marga ret Minton joined

the club, prompting the secretar y to write, "Welcoming a

next spring, members voluntee red to make a "weekly visit to

April 2012

for the book exchange and an anonymous contribution

of $.35 once in 1968.

book, prefera bly ficti on, which was to be shared with others.
The book-number chart presents the clever, structured plan
for doing so. A member's book wou ld be read by another
membe r in January, for example. The n tha t book would be
returned a nd given to the next member in February. The
words "Books were exchanged" were written in the minutes

the wo men had in reading so many ficti on and nonfiction
books over the years, future generations will agree that

Expenditures we re generally for

fl owers for illness or funerals of members, with receipts

fro m Deemer's taped or glued into the minutes book. The
club also bought a wedding gift and a baby gift. When the
balance reached over $50 in May of 1979, the secretarytreasurer proudly made a bank deposit and even recorded
th e exa ct savings account number. However, a few yea rs

late r, the bank announced that there wo uld be a service
charge of $4.00 a month . " It was quickly decided to

"A building does not have to be an important work of architecture to become a first-rate
landmark. Landmarks are not created by architects. They are fashioned by those who
encounter them after they are built. The essential feature of a landmark is not its design,
but the place it holds in a city's memory. Compared to the place it occupies in social history,
a landmark's artistic qualities are incidental."

withdraw our club money in the cause of solvency. Fannie

- Herbert Muschamp

(continued on page 9)
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Harrowing Alvaton Event, 1944

Annual Meeting Scrapbook

(The accompanying photograph was recently discovered in the William H. Natcher Papers; dated 1944, it was otherwise
unidentified. By checking the microfilm of the Daily News, it was discovered that this photo documented a terrible bus crash on
20 January 1944 in Alvaton . Below is a portion of the newspaper article providing information about the accident.)
Three perso ns were kil led and o ne critica lly injured at

4:00 yesterday afternoon whe n an automobile and a loaded
school bus collided o n the o ld Scottsville Road a mile from
the Alvaton School. The dead were listed as Marshall Wayne
Cosby, 10, a passenge r o n th e school bus; Lloyd Byers, 34,
and his fathe r, Abner Byers, both of whom reside near Boyce,
occupants of the car. The Cosby boy, pupil at Alvaton School,
was a so n of Mr. and Mrs. Romer Cosby, who resid e about
three miles from Alvaton .
Critically injured in the crash was a nother Alvato n school
pupil, Jane Pearson, 13, da ug hter of Mr. and Mrs. Loren
Pearson, Alvaton . Three of the five othe r occuponts of th e
school bus, including the driver, Mrs Jo uett Sm ith, a dmitted
to the City hospital here fo r treatme nt, were dismissed last
night and this morning . Remaining at the hospital was
Josephine Walker, 18-year-old Alvaton High senior, whose
left ear was practical ly severed . Her condition was described

at the hospital today as "fair." Treated at the hospital were
Fra nces Cosby, 9, sister of the dead boy, head laceratio n,
dismissed last night; Ray Cosby, 7, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joy
Cosby a nd cousin of the dead boy, face lacerations, dismissed

. The 1869 Shaker Tavern, near Auburn, was
the site of the Landmark Association Annual
Dinner Meeting on May 24, 2012. All photos
by Jock LeSieur.

Janet Schwarzkopf and Clarice Scarborough
enjoy the breeze on the tavern's expansive
verandah.

Courtesy of Special Collections Library, WKU.
ambulances.

this morning . Mrs. Smith, treated for face lacerations was

Miss Walker, a senior at th e Alvato n School, sa id she was
th e first perso n to be thrown from the bus although th e re were
five others between her and the door. She sa id she did not

dismissed last night. The injured were brought to th e hospital
by a loca l ambulance and Dan Hays, principal of the Alvaton
School. Others in the school bus escaped injury except for

The first thing she knew was whe n she hit the ground. Other
children thrown from the bus piled o n top of he r she said .

minor scratches a nd bruises.

Wa rre n County Coroner Chester Basham and State Highwa y
Patra lman Hugh B. Boyd investigated the collision. They sa id
Byers and his fath e r, headed toward Alvato n, apparently were
en route to their homes near Boyce from Bowling Green

and the bus was withi n sight of the school, headed toward
Bowling Green, whe n they crashed on a hilltop. The bus
rolled over once, before coming to rest upright on a roadside
embankment. The passenger car, a 1939 Oldsmobile, drive n
by Lloyd Bye rs, was demolished. Crushed bodies of th e two
me n were extracted from the front seat after a part of the
wreckage was torn away.
Roemer Lee Massey, farmer who was pl owing in a roadside

field nea r th e scene of the crash, said he had left his team
and was wa lking a cross the fi e ld within a few hundred feet
of the road when the accident occurred. He said he had
noticed the ve hicles approaching in opposite directions before
he hea rd the crash a nd rushed to the scene. "The children
were screaming, and blood was everywhere," Massey told the

investigating officers. "1 saw the dead boy on the ground near
the bus. The othe r children we re scrambling from the bus."
Massey caught the first passing car and hurried to Alvaton
School to notify the principal of the accident a nd to summon
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The hospitable Dee Dee Murphy handled the
verandah reception.

Jeffrey Adams ond Tom my Willis received the
Cultural Landscape Award for work done on
the Ennis Form stone wall on Glen Lily Rood.

see the approaching car and had no warn ing of the crash.

Joson Hildabrand, Awards Committee
Chairman, presented the Jean Thomason
Historic Home Award to Jeff & Susan Stevens
for their home at 628 East Main Avenue.

Th e accident was the first involving a school bus since the
tra nsportation system was inaugurated in the county in 19 16 ,

Last year's Heritage Award winner, Jason
Hildabrand, presented Landmark's highest
honor to Regina Newell for her sustained
commitment to promoting the preservation
ethic in Bowling Green.

Everett Witt, county superinte nde nt said today. Injuries have
been susta ined by childre n alighting from buses, the offici a ls
said . This, however, was the first accident in which a bus
figured in the actual collision . Twenty-four buses and ca rs a re
now operated in the system .

Classes at the Alvaton School were d ismissed today.
Sessions are expected to be resumed Monday. A basketball
game scheduled for last night between the Alvaton High and
College High teams at th e Training School gym was ca lled off.
Funera l services for the Cosby child will be conducted at
2 o'clock Saturday afternoo n at th e Friendship Methodist
Church by th e Rev. Roscoe J. Tarte r. Burial will be in the
Frie ndship Cemetery.
Bodies of Mr. Byers and his so n were brought to the

Michelle Dillaha received a Landmark General
House Award for restorotion work done on the
home at 1259 Pork Street.

Burgess Funeral Home. Funeral arrangements hod not been

completed this afternoon . Abner Bye rs is su rvived by his wife,
Mrs. Viola Poole Byers, who wa s confined to her home by
illness at the time of the accide nt, and two daug hters, Mrs.
Mary Roddy, Cemetery Road, bookkeeper at the H.A. McElroy
Company Store, and Mrs. Marie Jewell, Louisville. Lloyd Byers
is survived by his wife, Mrs. Eunice Byers. '"
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Jonathon Jeffrey accepts the Jane Morningstar
Award of Merit on behalf of Dr. Bill & Susan
Scott for their work on the Duncan Hines
House, 902 Elm Street.
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Joson Hildabrand accepts the "Romanza
Johnson" gavel as he begins his term as
Landmark president.

The program designed with the help of Kyda
West.
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Perhaps you could pass this newsletter along to someone you think would be interested in
supporting Landmark's efforts in historic preservation advocacy.
I (we) want to support the Historic Preservotion efforts in Bowling Green and Warren County.
Nome ___________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _ _________________________________________________________
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ ____ State ______ _
Telephone ________________________

Zip ____ __ _ _ __

E-mail _____________________________________

------------------------- Levels of Membership -------------------------

1 Foundotion

$25

1 Doric Order $50
Checks should be payable to :

1 Ionic Order $100
1Corinthian Order $250
Landmark Association
P.O. Box 1812
Bowling Green, KY 42102-1812

[ 1 Entabloture $500
1Cornice

$1,000
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